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A full and true R elation of nce fent State 
of the Plantation , their Health, Peace, and Plenty: the number 
of people, withtheir abundan 3 


ce of Cattell, Fowl], Fith, &c. with feve 
forts of richand good Commod ities, which may therebe hidcabe 


Naturally, or by Artand Labour. Which we are fainto 
procutc from S pain, France Deamark,S wede‘and, Germany, 
Poland, yea, from the Eaft-indies. There °° 
having been nothing related of the 
true eftate of this Planta- 
tion thefe 25 years, 


Being fent from Virginia , at the requeft of a 


whe defired to know the-true State of -Vi re 
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Gentleman of worthy note, | 
inia as it now fands. | i! 
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A Narration of the Countrey, within a few | 
» Where peoplecome |) 
Sir Wiliam Berckley, 
norfe, and 50 foor, 
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truth of it, there be many in England, Land aud Sea- 
men that can beare witnelfe of st. Andif this Planta- 
tion be not worth Encouragement, let every true Eng- 





. 


lifhman judge. 





i ei ine 
ISHQ Ht there are in Vorginta about fifteene thoufand 
X° Englifh,andof Negroes broughtchither,threc hun- 
_ dred good fervants. 
‘% [hatoft Kise, xen, Bulls, Calves, twenty 
{ Rey thoufand, large and good, and:they make plenty 
ot Burter and very good Cheele, 
"+g Thatthere are of an excellent raife, about two hundred 
Horfe and Mares: | 
4 That of Affes for burthen and ufe, there is fifty, but daily 
increafe. 
5 That for Sheepe they have about three thoufand good wooll. 
6 That for Goatesthere anmber is five thoufand, thrive well. 
7 That for Swine both tameand wilde (in the Woods) innu- 
merable ; the fleth pureand good,and Bacon nonebetter. 
 & Thatfor Poultry, Hens, Turkies, Ducks, Geefe, without 
number. 
~ g That they yearely plow and fow many hundred Acres of 
Sa a | B Wheat, 






























































a. A new Defcription of Virginia. 
heat, as good, and faire, as any in the world, and great increafc. 
40 That they have plenty of Barley, make excelle Mault.. 
41 That they have Six publske Brewhoufes, and molt brew 
their owne Beere,{trongand good. mk 
- 42 That their Hopps are faire and large; thrive well, 
13 Thatthey fell cheir Beefe attwo pence halfe penny 2 pound, 
Porke at three pence a pound, plentauilly. +S) SSS See 
14 That their Cattell are about the prices in England, and 
moft of the Ships that core yearly hither, are there V:Gtaall’d. | 
5 Thacthey have thirty feverall forts of Feh, River, and Sea, 
very excellent good inthcir kinds, plentifullandlarge, 0. 
16 Thatthey have five and twenty fandryforts of Birds and 
Fowles, Land and Water abundance, and for food not amiffe, 
47 That they haye twenty kindeof Beafts, whereof Deere a- 
bundance, moft forts tobe eaten ; creeping Creatures many alfo. 
18 That they have fifteene kinds of Frasts, pleafant and good, 
aud with Ztaly they will compare for delicate Fruits. | 
19 That they have five and twenty forts of Trees, large, good 
and fit for Shipping, Houfing, andotherufess =” phi’: 
Zo That they haye Roots of feverall kindes, Potatoes, 


gu5 ,Carrets, Turnips. Parfrips. Onions, and Flartsche Se 
| a For Herbesthey havéor all Kinds for Gardena,ed Phoficke 
Flowers. | aes U boghicnls Gop setter cae 
23° That their AZaize or Porgivia Cotne, ityeelds them five 
hundred for.one, increafe (its fet 2s wedoe parden Peafe)jr makes. 
good Bread and Furmitie, will keep feven yeares, and maules well, 
for Beere, and ripe in five Moneths, fet in Aprillor May, = 
24 Thatthey have ftore of Indian Peafe,better then ours, Beans; 
Lupixes;and the like.. | I yous squat? a0 | 
‘25 They have ftore of Bees intheir Woods, make plenty ofho-. 
ney and wax, and alfo came Beesiwhivesabour their Honfes, | 
26 Indico begins to be planted, and thtives wonderfully well: 
 SFowesuptoaliccleteee, and tich Judiceimadeiof the leaves of it, 
all men becins to get fome of the Seeds,and-know jt willbe often. 
timesthe gaine to them.as Tobacco (and gaine now carries the. 
Bells) their hopes are great to gaine the Trade of itfrom the AZo. 
Lully: 


Sparne 


* 








A new Defcription of Virginia, 

gulls Countrey, and to fupply allChriftendome, and this willbe 

msny Thoufands of ponndsinthe yeare. ye 
27 Their Tobacco is much vented and efteemed in all places: 


yet the quantities fo great that’s made, that the price there is bue: 


three pencea pound. A man can plant two Thoufand waight a 


yearc of it,and alfofufficient Corne and Rootes, and other provifie 


ons for himielfe. 
28. They begin to plant much Hempe and Flax which they find 


growes welland good, onely hands are wanting to this and other: 


workes. 


29 Iron Ore and rich Mine are in abundance. inthe Land, fir’ 


fireams and waters toere&t Iron Mils, woods never to be deftroy’d 
to burne Coale,and allthis lye on great Rivers bankes , eafie for 
tranfportation of Wood and Ore,and there is Stone fit ta build the 
Furnaces with ; triallhath been made of this Iron Ore, and not 
better & richer in the World; hisworkEre&ted would be as much. 
worth as aSilyer Mine; all thingsconfidered : not-onely to make 
all Inftruments of Jron fer the Plantations Ufes, but for Building, 
Shipping, there being wanting in thatCountrey no other Mate- 
rialls to that Worke; Then the cafting of Ordnance, and ma- 
king them, willabound toferve all the World ; fo of Musfquets, 
Armour, all kinde of Tooles, and Msnufacture of Iron Werkes 
will be produced in abundance, fo that it would become {peedily 
the Magazine of Iron Inftrumentsineyery kinde, and at cheape 
rates ; fo thatno Nationcould afferd them halfe fo cheape, and 
al] men know, that Iron will command better Mines, . - | 

“20. Skilfull Iron-men for the Works fent out of Exgland,with 
theafiiftance of as many more able labourers there in Virginia , 
houfing and vidtuall ready providedfor them ;. (fitting places for 
Erecting, the Millsfound out already,'and Oxen for draught at 
hand, ) the Worke in fixe Monethstime would be effected, and 
foure hundred pound charge. to tranfport the twenty men te 
Virginia, with all tooles and neceflaries for the W orke would doe 
its and chefe Men for their incouragement to have halfe the eaine 
madeof the Iron to be yearely divided betwixt the Undertakers 
and Workemen, the profit and gaine would be tothe intiching 
of all. : ae ea te |. oo gees ep ney 
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4 A new Defiription of Virginia. 

30 They have 4 Wind-mills,and 5 Water-mills to grind their . 
Corn ; befides many Horfe-mills of feveral kinds, and Hand-mills 
for feveralufes s A Sawing mill for Boards israuch wanted ; one 
mill driyen by water, willdo as much as 20 Sawyers &c. 

31 Therecomes yeerly to trade with them aboye 30 faile of 
(hips, and in thefe not fo. little as feven or eight hundred Ma-_ 
riners employed , ( fome {ay above a thoufand, this isa confide- 
rable ching)and they return laden home in AZarch ; (this is a good 
{eminary for Mariners.) | | g 

32 The Commedity thefe fhips bring, is Linnen Cloth of alt 
forts, and foof Woollen Cloth, Stockins, Shooes, and the like. 
things. | Pip NSTI O38) ) 

| 3 Moft of the Mafters of fhips and chief Mariners haye alfo 
there Plantations, and houfes jand feryants,&c. in Pirginia ; and 
fo are every way great gainers by Fraight, by Merchandize, and 
by Plantation and Pipe-{tayes, Clap-board , choice Walnut-tree- 
wood, Ceader-tree-timber and the like , is tranfported by them if 
Tobaccoisnottheirfulllading, § 90 | & 

34 They haye in their Colony Pinnaces , Barkes, preat and 
{mall Boatesmany hundreds , for moft of their Plantations fland 
upon the Rivers fides or up little Creeks, and but a {mall way into 
the Land, fo that for traufpurtation-and fifhiag they ufe many 
Boates. . ie “ RGUEUS Uh OSS eae 

35 They make Picch and Tarre, ( and there is materials in the 
Woods for abundance: ) Alfofor Pot and Sope-afhes , Woods 
moft properand ftore: hands want. (© 

36 That for Mulbery-trees , che natural’ and proper food for 

- Silke-wormes, they have abundance in the woods , ‘and fome fo 
large that onetree contains.asmany leayes as will feed St/ke-worms 
that will make as much Silk as may be worth five pounds ferling 
money, this fome French men affirmne. And now they defire Silke- 
wormes-feed which is fentthem, and their hopes are good of the 
thriving of it: (A Commedity that may foon enrich them all with 
little labour, care or pains ; °all Materials fo plentiful and at hand, 
the food in abundance,the Climate warm, & the work done in five 
weeks time, and within doers; by women and children as well! as 

; men, 


A new Defcription of Virginia. 5 
- gmen,and at that time of the yeet in 47 ay,that it hinders not any o- 
ther workor planting fowing ,ot thelikeemployments;fuchan ad- 


vantage, that had the Dutch the likein any of their Plantations, 
they would improvest to the certainegaine in. the tradeof Silke 
from Perfiaand China, which we fetch with great chargeand cx 


penceand hazard, and intich Heathen and Mahumetans greatly 5: 
but to thefe things lack Publick and State encourageiments to be~ 
ginthe work : but more of this in an other place, it deferyes a full 
handling. 

V ines in abundance and variety, do grow naturally over al 
the land, but by the birds and beafts, moft devoured before they. 
come to perfection and ripeneffe ; but this teftifies and declares, 
That theGround, andthe Climate is moft proper, and the Com- 
modity of Wine is nota contemptible Merchandize ; but fome 
men of worth & eftate mult give in thefe things example to the in- 
feriour inhabitants and ordinary fort of men, to fhew them the 
gain and Commodity by it, which they will not believe but by ex- 
perience before their faces: Andin Tobacco they can make 20./. 
frerling a man, at 34a pound per annum; and this they find and 
know, and the prefent gain is that, that puts out all endeavours 
from the attempting of others more Staple, and Sollid, and rich 
‘Commodities, out of the heads and hands of the Common peoples 
SoasI fay, the wealihics fore of meniwuft bepin and give the ex- 
ample, and make the gain of other Commodities as apparent to 
them, by.the effecting them to perfeGtion,or it. will not (as it hath 
not hither unto) go forward, | 

38 That they have health. very well , and fewer die in a yeer 
there, according to the proportion, then in any place of Exglavd ; 
fince that men are provided with all neceflaries have plenty of vi- 
&ual, bread,and good beer,and houfeing , alt which the Englifh- 
men loves full dearly. one | 

‘That the Paffengersalfo. come fafeand well’ the feamen of 
_Jate years having founda way,.that now in 5, 6, and 7 weeksthey 
faile to Varginia free from allRocks, Sands,and Pirats ;,. andthat 
they return home.again in 20 dayes fometimes,and 30 at moft s the 
Winds commonly ferving more conftantly being Wefterly home- 


‘ward, the Eafterly outward bound, 40 Tha 
































































































































6  Anty Defcription of Virginia. 





make all kind of earthen and wooden Veflells, Sawyers, Carpen- 





40 That the mouth of the two Capes of Land, Cape Hesry 
onthe South, and Cape Charles on the North ; the entrance in is 
in 37 degrees : that the firft River up the Welt is Fares River, 


~ where moft of the Planracions are fetled and Towns : the fecond 


is Charles river on the North of it; and the third called by the 
Indian name Tapabanuke , the 4 river Patawoenicke, the 5 river 
Patux ant, the 6 Bolus, the 7 Saquifabanuke = ac the head of the 
great Bay of CheSpiacke , to which Bay thefe7 rivers from the 
Welt fide of itdo allenterandrun into, and fo the mouthof the 
Bay ifluech out due Eaft into the main Sea between the two afore- 
faid Capes: the Baylies North and South, and hath a Channel in 
draught of 140 miles, and in depth between 5, 6, and 15 fathomes 
in fomeplaces. The wideneffe of the Bay is from the Welt fide 
which isthe great Land, to the Eaft fide of the Land which joynes 
upon the Sea called the Acansake-fhore; the widenefle & breadth 
of this Bay I fay, is about, to, & 14 miles broad in fome places 
of it; and thefe 7 Rivers have their mouths into the Bay not a= 
bove 20 miles,each River is diftant from theothers But chisin — 
Smiths Map is moreat large defcribed. 

4% Thatfome Englifh about a thoufand are feated upon the 
Acamake-fhore by Cape Charles, ( where Captaine Yeardley is 
chief Commander) now called the County of Northampron. ' 

4z Thatthey have Lime in abundance made for their honfes, 
ftore of Bricks made, and Houfeand Chimnies buile of Brick, and 
fome Wood high and fair, covered with Shingell for Tle, yet they 
hayenone that make them, wanting workmen s in that tradethe 
Brickmakers have not the art to do it, it fhrinketh. 

43. That fincethe Maflacre, the Savageshave been driven fat 
away, many deftroyed of them, their Towns and houfes minated, 
theircleer grounds po fieffed by the Enelith to fow Wheat inzand 
their great King Opechaukenow (that bloody Monfter upon 100 
yeers old) was taken by Sir William Berkely the Governour. 

44 Allkinds of Tradef-men may live well there and do gaine 
mauch by their labours and arts, as Turners, Potters, Coopers ; to 


ters, 








A. new Defcription of Virginia. 9 
£04’, Tyle-makers,Boat-wrights, Taylors, Shoemakers, Tanners, 
Fifhermen, andthelike. Yee? wey 
45 Young youths from 16 yeers and upward, for Apprentifes 
‘and Servants for fome yeers, thento have Land given thena , and 
Cacteltofer ups. Thoulandsofthefe kinds of young boyes & may- 
dens wanting. — in bey 
46 ThattheGovernmentis after the Lawes of England, (chat 
is well for menbefore they go , to knowunder what Lawes they 
fhall lives) A Governourand Councelof State; and yeerly ge- 
neral Affermblies , men choien and {ent out ofeach County, (there 
being 12 in Virginia; ) thefemmen Vote, and by the major part all 
things are concluded ;_ and they are Ele&ted to thofe places bythe 
aR yoices inthe County for whom they are chofen,and by whom. 
nt. 
© 47° They have 20 Churches inV’érgixsa, and Miniftersto each, 
and the Doétrine and Ordets after the Church of Exgland: the 
Minifiers Livings are efteerned worth at leaft 100.) per az.they are 
paid by each planter fo much Tobacco per Pole, & fo many bufhels. 
of Corn : theyliye all in peaceand love, | 
48 Thacfor mater of their better knowledge of the Land they 
della, the Planters refolve to make a forrhe: Difcovery irtothe 
Country, Wieft and by South-up above the Fall ,and over the Hills, 
and are confident upon what they have learned fromthe Indsans, 
to find away toa Welt or South Sea byland or rivers, & to difco- 
yeraway.toChinaand Eaft Indies or unto {ome other Sea that thal. 
carry them thither; For Sir Frauczs Dr ke wason the back fideof. 
Virginia in his voyage about the world in 37 degrees, jut oppofite 
to Virginia,and called Nova Albion, and bythe Natives kind-. 
ly ufed And now all the quettion is only how broad the Land may 
be to that placefromthe head of J amesRiver above the Fails, but 
all men conclideif it benotnanow, yet that thereis and willbe 
found the like rivers iffuing into a South Seaor a Welt Sea on the 
other fide of thofe Hills,as there ison this fide when they run from 
the Weft downintoa Eaft Sea after a courte of 150 miles :. but of 
this certainty M. Hen. Brigschat moft judicious & learned Mathe- 
nutician wrote {mall Jractate, & prefented it cothat moft noble 
| Earle 
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3 A néw Defcription of Virginia. 


Farle of Southampton then Governour of the Virginia Compa- 


ny in England, Ann. 1623. to which referre for full infor- 
mation. ~ pres 

~ And by fuch a Difcoverythe Plantersin Virginia, fhall gain the 
rich trade of the E4/# Ind:a,and fo caufe itto be driven through the 
Continent of Virginia, part by Land and part by Water, andina 
«moft gainfull way and fafe, and far leffeexpenceful and dangerous, 
then now it is. 

And they doubt not tofind {ome rich and beneficial! Country, 
and commodities notyet known to the world chat liesWeft and by 
South now from their pretent Plantation. — tee 

49 That the Swedes have comeand crept intoa River called 
Delawar ,thatis,within the limits of Vsr genta in 38 degrees and 30 
min. itlies, and are there planted, 100 of them drive a greatand {e- 
eret tradeof Furs, which they trade for withthe Natives: «it 18 
but 2 dayes journey by land from ourPlantations,anda dayes fail 
by Sea from Cape Charles. Hiootseaty : 

so And again, the Hollander's have ftoln into a River called 
Hadfons river inthe limitsalfo ot Virginia ( and about 39 degtees) 
they have built a (trong Fort there, and ca'l it Prince AZ aurece and 
New Netherlands “hey drive a trade of Furres there with the Na- 
tives for aboyeten thoufand poundsa yeer. yy 


Thefe two Plantations are between Virginia and New Eng- 
land 0” our fide of Cape Cood which parts us avd 
New England. ! 


Thusate the Englifh nofed in all places, and out-traded by the 
Dutch, they would not fuffer the Exgh(h to ufe them fo + Butthey 
have vigilant Seates men, and advance all they can for a Common 
good, and will not {pare any incouragements to their people to dif- 
cover. : 

But it is well known, that our Eng/i(h Plantations have had little 
countenances,nay,that our States men ( when time was) had ftore 
of Gondemores gold to deftroy and difcountenance the Plantation 
of Virgina, and he offebhed it ina great part, by ime: th 

om- 











A new Defcription of Virginia, 9 
Company, wherein mo of the Nobility, Gentry, Corporate 
Cities, and moft Merchants of England, were Interefted and 
Engaged ; after the expetice of fome hundted of thoufands of 
pounds : Fer Guxdemore did affitme to his Friends, that hee 
had Commiffion from his Mafter to ruinethat P/astarion. For 
faid he, fhould they thrive and goe on increafing, as they have 
done under the Government of that Popular L. of Southampion; 
my Mafters Weft-Indies, and his AZextco would thortly be vile | 
ted by Sea and by Land, from thofe Planters in irgiréa. And 
Marquis Hambleton told the Earle of Southampton, that Gun- 
demerefaidto King Fames, chat the Virginia Courts, was but 
‘a Seminarie toa Seditious Parliament. But this is but a touch 
by the way, and fora future Zéer to our Countrey not to defpife 
Plantations, 


51 The Land in Virginia is moft fruitfull, and produceth, 
with very great increafe , whatfoever is committed into the Bowe 
ells of it, Planted, Sowed. A fat rich Soile every where wate- 
red with many fine Springs, {mall Riyolets, and wholefome 
Waters. , 

52 The Countrey is with pleafant rifing {mall Afcents and 
Defcents, Valleys, Hills; Meadowes, and fome leyell Upland ¢ 
Iss Woody all over, but where labour hathcleared the ground 
ftom Trees, and this truely is che great labour in Virgina, to 
fell Trees, and to get up the Roots, and fo make cleare ground for 
the Plow. 

53 Stones, and Rocks, and Quarries of feverall kinds, and 
very fit. for the Iron Furnaces (as triall hath been made to endure 
fire) arein divers places found in Verginia. | 

_§4 There is divers skins of Beatts tor Merchandise and u- 
fes. as Beavers, Orters, Squirrels, wild Cats, and Chrittall is 


there found. 
“55 Divers kinds of Druggs, Gummes, Dyes, Paints, that che 


Indians ule. 
56 There fs a kind of Flax the Indians wfe to make threeds 


of and Rrings, we callitfilke grails, i’ts fine to make both Lin- 
tig % 3 ach 











































































































































































10 A new Defcription of Virginia... 
nen and Stuffe of it ; abimdance in many places of it croweth. 


§7 To the Southward of Fames River, fore fiftie miles by 
Land, and eighty by Sea, lyes the River Chawanok,: ‘whithet 
Mafter Porey went by Land, and reported, tke King there told 
him, that within ten days Journey Weftward towards Sun fer~ 
ting, there were a people that did gather out of a River fand, the 
which they wafhed in Sives, and hada thine out of it, thar 
they then put into the Fire, which melted,8 became like to our 
Copper, and offered to fend fome of his People to guide him to 
that place. But mafter Povey being not provided with men as he 
would have had of Eaglifh, he returned to Sir George Yearly, 
and acquainted bim. with the Relation. — But before they’ 
could prepare for the Journey, and Difcovery, the fitft Maffa-: 
cre happened , and fo to this day it hath beene unattempted. 
The Company alfo in England was diflolved, their Patent moft 
unjoftly, againft all Law and Confcience, taken from them.’ 
Procured by the Spaw(h Gold and FaGtion, andthe Colony’ 
never looked after, whether finke ot {wimme ; and hath flow ’ 
thefe twenty foure yeates fince, laboured for life, and onely to’ 
fubGA with much’ adoe ;° The Cattell thett left, increafed to” 
what you heare, and in all thefe many yeares Ho tote People| 
init, and they having little Incouragemient ,' and. great uirce-” 
tainties; whether everto be continued ‘a ‘Colony , wherebyrhen ' 
have had no heart to Plant for Pofterity, but every man for’ 
the prefent, Planted Tobacco. to get a liyelyhoodbyit. - — - 


And had not this prefent:‘Governour beene fentas ‘hee: was)” 
and continued, who hath done all a Gentlemati could doe to 
mainetaine it alive : It had upoi this fecond Maflacte bévie 
utterly deferted'and ruinated ;. as things: arid. dh out owne”’ 
Land. If any demand the caufe of this late Maffacre all having” 
been forgives and forgotten, what the Smdsens did the firttime, 
Thofe that are Planters there, write the occafion of the Jndis » 
aus doing {6 wicked ai AG, wass (C3, That fomeof them 

con« 








A new Defcription of Virginia. - ay 
confefled ,. That their great King was by fome Evigl{h Tnfor- 
med that all was under the Swerdin England , in. their Native 
Countrey, and fach divifions in our.Land s That now was his 
time, or never, toroote eutall the Englifh; For thofethat they 
could not furprize and killunder the feigned mafque of Friendthi p 
and feafting; sud the reft would be by..wants ;, and having no 
fupplyes from their own Countrey which could not helpe them, 
be fuddenly Confumed andFamifhed. The Judéans AMaruming 
them _nightand day, and killing all their Cattcll, as with cafe 
they might doe, and by deffroying in the nights, all cheir Corne 
Fields, which the Enghjh.could not defend, All this had (as 
they -write) taken fulleffect, if God had not abated the Cou~ 
rages of the Savages in that moment of tune, they foweache- 
roufly flew the Englifh ; who were: prefently (the A& done) 
fo affrighted in their owne minds, that they had-not the heare 
to follow the Counfells their King had commanded: but to 
the admiration of the Engli{h, profecuted not their -opportuni- 
tie, Nor were conflane to cheir, owne Principles, But fled away 
and retyred themfelves many miles diftant off the Colony ; 
which little {pace of time gave the Engiih opportunity to ¢a- 
ther themfelyes together, call an Affembly, fecure their Cattell, 
and to thinke upon fome way to defend themfelves, if need wete, 
and then to offend their Enemies ; which by the great mercy 
of God was done and effected ; “And the particulars of all is 
worthy in fome other place to be remembred and manifefted 
to the VVorld, that. the great.God may :haye his duc Glory, 
Honour, and Praife for ever and eyer, Amen, Amen. Amen. 
And now at this prefent the Colony is in good eftate (andne- 
ver a third time to be fo furprifed by a feeming Friend.) And 
they conclude, their conditions are now, fuchas they may and 
will greatly improve the advancement and wel-fare of the Col. 
lony, even by this late fad Accident ; andthe Pitthere Enemies 
digeed for them, they are like te fall into themfelyes, and their 
mufchiefe will and hath affuredly fallen farre more upon their ows 
Pates ; fince their preat King was taken Prifoner. 

Cz And 


































































































































































































1. - A ntw Defcription of Virginia. 
And in briefe, they fay in three Letters, that if God pleafe, 


in mercy, now to looke upon poore Exg/and, that it fall not 


into a fecond Warre, nor relapfes, but a happy Peace fetled in 
their Native Countrey. Thenthcy in Virginia (hall be as hap- 
pie a people as any under heaven, for there is nothing wan- 


- ting there to producethem, Plenty, Health, and Wealth. 


58 Concerning New-England, that they have Trade with 
them to andfro, and are but foure dayes Saile off from Virgie 
wia, that they have had many Carell from Virginia, and Corne, 
and many other things ; That New- England, is in a good Con- 
dition for livelyhood. But for matter of any great hopes but Fifh- 
ing, there is notmuchinthat Land ; For its as Scot/and is to 
England, fo much differencc, and lyesupon the fame Land Worth- 
ward, as Scotland doth to England : there is muchCold,Froft 
and Snow, and theit Land fo barren, except a Herring be put 
jnto the hole that you fet the Corne or AZaize in, it will not 
come up ;/ and it was great pittie, all thofe people being 
now. about twenty Thoufand, did not feate themfelves at 
Srt to the South of Vergiia, in a warme and rich Countrey 
where’ their Induftrie would have produced Sugar , Indico. 
Ginger, Cotten, and the like Commodities. iii 


And its now reported in Virginia that Thoufands of themare 
remoying ( with many from Swmmer Iflands alfo) unto the 
Bahana Iflands, neere the Cape of Florida ; and thats the right 
way for themtogoe'and.thriye, = 9 


— 





oo Letters 
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Letters came now this March,1648,, re- 


Late further. 
sia 


HA T Opachankenow the old Emperour being dead fincehe 
BL wastaken prifoner by our Governour, thereis chofen a new 
one, called Nickotawances, who acknowledge to hold his Goyern- 
ment under King Charles and is become tributary to him, and this 
CMarch 1648, Nickotawance came to Jamestown to our N oble 
Governor Sir William Bearkley with five more petty Kings atten- 
ding him,and brought twenty Beavers-skinnes to be fent to King 
Charles as he faid for Tribute ; andafter a long Oration, hecon- 
cluded with this Proteftation ; That the Sunne and Mocw (hould 
firft lofe their gloricws lights and foiusng , before He, er his People 
flonld evermore hereafter wrong the Exglifhin any kind, but they 
svould ever hold love and friend(hip together : And to give the Exg- 
If better affurance of their Path, He had Decreed, T hat sf any In- 
dian be {eento come within the limits of the Engli(h Colony, ( excepe 
they come with [ome Meffage frons him , with [uch and [uch tokens ) 
that it {hall be Lawfullto kill thers prefently; and the Engli{h (hall be 
free topaffe at alltimes when and where they pleafe throughout His 
Dominions. : 





awl 


“Andthe Indians have of late acquainted our Governour, that 
within fiye dayes journey to the Weftward and by South, there is 
sri a great 































































































































































14 _ Anew Defeription of Virginia. 
a great hich mountaine, and at footthereof, great Rivers that rua 
intoa vreat Sea; and that thereare men that come hither in fhips, 
( but northe fameas ours be) they weare epparell and baverced - 
Caps on their heads, and rideon Beafts like our Horfes, but have 
much longereares and other citcumftances they declare for the cer - 
tainty of thefe things. | 
That Sit Wslliam was here upon preparing fifty Horfe and fifty 
Foot,to co and difcover this thing himfelf imperfon , and take all 
needfull provifion inthat cafe requifite along withhim ; he was 
ready to go when thefe Jaft hips fet failfor England in Apralflatt - 
and we hopeto give a good accompt of it by the next hips, God 
giving a bleffiag tothe enterprize, which will inightily adyance 
and enrich this Country; for it muft needs prove a.paflage to the 
South Sea (as wecall it) and alfo fome part of China and the Eaft 
Txdies. Lo . ee tat i 
The Governor Sir William, caufed halfa buthel of Rice (which 
he had procured) tobefowen, and it profpered gallantly , and he 
had fifteen buflhels of it, excellent good Rice, fo chat all thefe fif- 
teen bufhels will befowenagainthisyeer ; and we doubr not in 
a fhert timeto have Rice fo plentiful as to. affordit at 24a pound 
if not cheaper, for we perceive the ground and-Climate is very pro- 
perfor itas our Negroes affirme, which in their Country is moft of 
their food, and very healchful for our bodies. | : 
Wehave manythoufandof Acres.ofcleer Land, 1 mean where 
the wood is all offit(for you muftknow all % wginia is full of trees) 
and we have.now going. neer upon a hundyed and fifty Plowes, 
with many braye yoak of Oxen, and iwefowe excellent Wheat, 
Barley, Rye, Beans, Peafe, @ates; andourinereafe is wonderful, 
and better.Grain notinthe world. = ; e 
Oae Captain Brecas, Gentleman of che Counfel , a ereat Tra- 
veller,caufed a. Vineyard to.be planted; and‘hathimoft excellent 
V Vine made, and the Country, he faith, as proper for Vines as any 
in Chriftendome , Vines indeed naturally growing over all the 
Country in abundance s only skilfulmen wanting here. |” 


Thae 

















A new Defcription of Virginia. 15 
That at laft Chriftoas we had trading here ten fhips ftom 
Londen » Ewo from Briffoll twelve Hollanders, and feven frei 
Niw-England. cag 
Mr. Richard Benmet had this yeer out of his Otchard as many 
Apples as he made 20 Butts of excellent Cider, 

And Afr, Richard Kinfman hath had for this threeor four yeers, 

forty or fifty Butts of Perry made out of his Orchard, pure and 
eood. | : 
"So that you may perceive how proper our Country is for thefe 
frnits, and men begin now to plant great Orchards, and find the 
way of Grafting upon Crab-flocks, beft for lafting, here being ua - 
turally in this Lend flore of wild:Crab:ttees. 

Mr, Hough at Naufamund, vath a curious Orchard al, witht 
allkind and variety of feverall fruits; the Govertiour in his hew 
Orchard hath 15 hundred fruit-trees, befides his Apricocks, 
Peaches, Adcllicotons, Quinces, VVardens, and {uch like 
fruits. na, | 
I mention thefe particular men, thatall may know the truth of 
things, . 

Wisahy Captaine Afatthews, an old Planter of above thirty’ 
yeers ftanding, oneof the Counfell, and a moft deferving Com- 
mon-wealths-man , Imay not omit to let you know this Gentle- 
mansinduftry,: -°- 7 , 

He hatha fine houfe, and all things anfwerable to it » he fowes 
yeetly fore of Hempe and Flax, and caufesit tobefpun ; he keeps 
Weavers, and hath a 7 an-houfe, caufes Leather to be dreffed hath 

eight Shoemakers employed in their trade, hath forty. Nevree fer- 
_vants, brings themup to Trades in his houfe: He yeerly fowes a- 
bundance of Wheat, Barley, 8c, The VVheat he felleth at four 
fhillings the bufhell; kills fore of Beeves , and fellsthemto vie 
Ctwall che fhips when they come thither : hath abundance of 
Kine, a brave Dairy, Swine grear ftore,and Poltery ; he married 
the Daughter of Sir Tho. Hiztov, andina word , Keeps agood 
houfe, lives brayely, anda true loyer of Virgiuia ; he is worthy of 
much hononr. 
Our 























16 A new Defcription of Virginia. 
.  Qur Spring begins the tenth of February , the trees bud, the 
praffe {prings, and our Autumeand fall of Leafe is in November, 
our VVinter fhort, and moft yeers very gentle, Snow lies butiittle, 
* “yer Yce fome yects. | ", 
I may not forget to tell you we haveaFEree.Schoole, withtwo 
hundred Acres of Land, a fine houfe upon it , forty milch Kine, / 
and other accommodations to it: the Benefactor defervesperpe= © 
tuallmemory ; his name Afr. Benjamin Symes, worthy tobe 
Chronicled ; other petty Schools allo we have. 
~ VVehave molt rare coloured Parraketoes,and one Bird wecall 
the Afock-bird; for he will imitate all other Birds notes, and 
cries both day andnight-birds,  yea,the Owles and Night- 
Ingalls. # : eee, 
"ai Bees there isin the Country which thriveand profper very: 
wellthere : one Afr. George Pelton, alias, Strajtow, a ancient 
planter of twenty five yeers {tanding that had{toreof them, he 
madethirty poundsa yer profit of them ; but by misfortune his 
houfe was burntdown, and many of his Hives perifhed,he makes 
excellent good Matheglin, a pleafant and ftrong drink, .and it 
ferves him and his family for good liqnor : If men would endeae 
your to increafe this kind of creature,there would be here inafhore 
time abundance of VVaxand Honey, for there is all che Country 
ovet delicate food fer Bees, and there is alfoBeesnaturally inthe, 
Land,though we accomptnotofthem.) . 9. | ; = 





























































































































59 Now thefe are the feyerall forts and kinds of Beafts, Birds, 
Fifh, in Vergentae + b 4763) 
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— Beafts-great and {mall as followeth : 


teat 20 feverall kinds. ria 


2. 


‘s But all ck ire forts’ are up in ie higher part 





1 Lyons, of the Countrey, onthe ‘hills and mountaines,> 
2 Boares, few to be feene in the lower. parts where the 
3 Leopard, ((~, Engh(h are 5 the Elkes are as preat as Oxen, 

4 Elkes. s42\o pit horns fx foot wide, and have two Calves, 


= Aeth as dood as Beele 
5 Detve. win3) ts 5 
6. Foxes. ) od Tol ¢ eam "A 
7 | Walde, Catse.§ s:9y3i ¥- 
8 Raconnes, as Se meat as Lambe | 
This beaft hath a bagge under her belly into 


9 Paffonnes * : 1 which, fhe takes shen young ones, df. ac any 
I VURIEN Leme affhghred, Hdd greed cheat away, 





> Squires fo flyes a good way. 
39 A Muske ia? So called for his ers fmecenclt and thape. 






14 Hares) >. dssord esdbics fh Jeiea venadiqssd2 
15 Beavers. : wren vibred a; SasTeaib od trae 
16 Otterse » yea 2 
AS But ac not, after he IM of a Wolfe, ad . 
17 Deggs, “SS. Foxes fimell not’ VViolretb ut lictle, either no, ; 
% ata ors ’ : ee AY Nats és 
18 Weluese i BS) ac ee 21 


ny time. 


hist not Hens, Chickins x oi Begs, at ‘ 
Auk them. , » 


20 A Tlebea like a Conny, the Benes kailima 


19 Martin3: she Cate, Weefeles Se 2. i thefg,Y7ermine : 


gs" 


| « 
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~ ‘at atime’; the skins make good Buffe, and the 


2One calledt'xx fyi ngidiié, for chat fhe {preads | 
to Two forts likea Batt Orc. loofe skin fhe hath and , 


: a ” Birds ; 
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Bird are hele VIR > 
sr be : fe 
1s wolloteslsmbaasssigaleed | 
| 2 Hawkes Fee tevea akin ele Pb” Sea | 
I 3 Parteridges many.” Bovat os ovods | | 
| 4 Wilde Turkies, {ome ser xtig : pound weight, 
5 «Rea Birds, chat fio rarely?” 4 , | 
a 6° Ni Phiagiles.” eifirl gti7'n6 NOTH? SEF 10. \ . ¢ SON : 
1 DP Bln Bid ‘fthalker then's Pens od: Oi wat 7 wawd ¢ 
i Be Boiche’ birds Gk* 773 h Brack. : i Boss Doprrelly, + * 2 
| | 9 Thr uthes, me _ 14” icf: = Oireyese i > | 
i 6 HearhCocks. ete Bemis. Parrots. ; 
fl. 11 Swannes. d Dicks: Pidgeons. 
~~ 12 Cranes 17 Widgeons. w Owles. < 
> | _ Many more that have no Englih Names ; for one called the ° q 
— | Mock: bird , that counterfeits all other feverall Burs cys ans | 
Ec i “oma : 
Bh & SE bast theki in their kinde 
. oh | Bhiany: forts. eG a ee 
| x Coad 34% snee a 
| 2 Buffer panhonsy bapa lingh es SEY 
7 —s_s-3.-—« Dimi? fhe feceWihees1 1% t bstisp. ; 
ai 4 Sheepfheads, this Fith ives Srokth fo like Min ry 
A : | that the difference is hardly known. 
| Ms 5, Conger. hs 14 le as cs 2 Perehvws0 
a 6) Belex'” cat ® cay Bretsto!2 con plicds Crabbe. 
| | 92 Trobe 29 bate Sadat ©5261 Shrimps  : 
| 8 Mullets. 17 Soles, |: ooagh Cyécy- Fife 
Fl 9 Place. | < (18 Herring. + 28 Opffensa\oX) Ox 
| 10 ‘GY shpat?” pega zak: a\so 8h ja age Rockler. 0: 
| ir Po pase Ne a Rocke fifbs Ba Misfels, — 
- 12 Sealey io Fs sel pvenpheod x gi. Sta George. 
oe | }, Shyer geons, of} 22 Cray- Fifh, 4 Fifh. 
K i “Tofootlong, u 23. Shadi 32 Toad-Fifh. 
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A few Leysttption of Virgin. | i y cA 
Trees above 20 kinds, and many 
no Exglifh names. a 


Okes red and white VVood. CS Chefuwe Trees, 


Afke. 9 Plum Treesof many kinds, 
- Wallnat, wwo kinds. [10 The Puchamine Tree 

Elmes x 11 The Lawrel. 

Ceadar.. $12 Cherries. 


Cypres three fathomes about. [13 Crabes. 
Mulbery Trees great and} 14 Vines. . 
good, : k15 Saffafras 


Fruits they have, Serawberies, Geofeberies, Rafpices, Mara- 
cokos, Puchamines, Muskmitions, Pumpions 5 And for 
Fruits broucht thither and planted. Ap/es, Peares, 

— Quinces, Apricocks, Peaches ; and many more kindes: 
excellent good, &c. 


FINES, 
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